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STATEMENT FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 
AFTER SENTENCING OF MONSIGNOR WILLIAM LYNN 


From the challenges the Church has faced both nationally and locally over the past decade, we 
understand die full gravity of sexual abuse. This year and even tliis week, Pennsylvania has been the 
epicenter of this issue, and we know there is legitimate anger in die broad community toward any 
incident or enabling of sexual abuse. The trial of the past several months has been especially difficult 
for victims, and we profoundly regret their pain. 

The public humiliation of the Church has emphasized die vital lesson diat we must be constantly 
vigilant in our charge to protect the children in our parishes and schools. Since die events some ten 
years ago that were at the center of this trial, die Archdiocese lias changed. We have taken dramatic 
steps to ensure that all young people in our care are safe, and these efforts will continue even more 
forcefully now and in the years ahead. 

We remain committed to protecting children and caring for victims. Fair-minded people will question 
the severity of the heavy, three to six year sentence imposed on Msgr. Lynn today. We hope that 
when this punishment is objectively reviewed, it will be adjusted. 

We pray for Msgr. Lynn and his family at diis difficult time. 


